
Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
Ato: Ms. Mary Bender
2301 North Cameron Street
Hamsburg, PAi. 17110-9408

February 2,2007 .

RE: Comments on proposed Dog Law regulations

Dear Ms. Bender,

As a concerned citizen of the state of,Pennsylvania, I respectfully submit this comment on the
-proposed changes to the Do^ Law regulations. ; \

First, I would like to corr#end t h e D # of Dog Law
Ehfprcement for proposing aMenp^ients to # e Dog La|v Regulations to;in^pv|cGndi^dns
for dogs housed and bredm
be: noted that:#eyprp]pPsed î#s:: t p :# r reg##*##W#i###f###s
under the' Act;:. #e:g^##%##o\#e#;exe^
hobfy. breeders:. whW*ai% ^0;^^^^i^^^i:^^M-;-'0ii--pW^'^

FuMhemiBre,: §0^mppmt:,:^::Qmm^i$i^is^^. by me ^mericw Sopie^ for the
p^Wm^'fi^^##^?.0#@^#$^ ##g%^-^

1. The penalties in § 21;4(l)(iii) for'### of :m in#iduai % MfgyJ # # hcê isure
provisions" should be-inereaseji fdm $2J:te $STO per violation to $25 &&Mper4ayqf
violation.

2. Jhe Secretary should be mandating to file Suit to:enjoin opBratiphbf unh'cqnsed kennels;
where the kennel is not in cwi|pliance wilh the standards in the regulations and is unable to

- . # a l i f f f o r a h ' G e n M -" ; ' • "• : ..-: - : ' ' ' • • ' ? . . : ' • '[ : ; •
• : " - : . . - • • • - • • " . • • • • • - - : , ' • ' • • . • • • u ' y . • •

3. I commend W Department of Agriculture and the Bureau of Dog Law Eriforcement for
doublingjfflie required cage size. This is perhaps the most important change that can Me niale
to ii#rovb;me q#Mty of Mfe for dogs m; cpr#mefcial breeding #ih'tie& #pennsyiyania. Tgs
provision should remain in the regula$ons rega#ess: pfyi.p^.0si%ft'fii^:;1b^Mi^v.;'ffis
sectioit sffikldbe fW#r s t re i^Md by # 4 v ^ 0 6 ^ : # a . & e
dog is housed ma prim the prliiiary e#lpsure T^^^t^^M^^:^^00pr

t##the.Gmge sp##etc:



4. I also commend the Department of Agriculture and Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement for
including a provision that reqmres the dog wardens tovisW
of each dog. However, the provisions regarding orders of veterinary- care , s h « ^ be
strengthened to stjate that tiie owner must provide " p ^
for 'the*-dof:" -Ilis pr»is&n should a # # # ^
excessively long toenails as indications of lack of proper veterinary care. In#equate
grooming can lead to painful medical issues for dogs, including skin lesions fjrom excessive
matting and leg, agd joint injuries from Mjure to keep toeiails a p j ^
Moreover^ the section should be amended to %
on dogs that exhibit signs of miectibn, eontagibus diseia?e or parasite; of that appear to be in
poor health where proof of current md proper Veter&ary care is not provided.

5. A new subsection should; be added to § # .30 cMfying the required training for dog
wardeiffis-^aini^
the requirements set forth in3 p M | i 5 ^ 9 0 l : ! • ' r ^--ff

1. State; laps* relating to dbg licensing, control and
owner re^oipbiiiies; l

2. State; andi&deM laws relatmg to ammal;care, cruelty
#%#: r \ ' ::;'.;../,. ". :" . ' -

3. SWela#reW%#da%
4. § t # # d ^d^ai 1# r e l ^ ^

6. B^ic-#jbF:A
reBMltoa|)|^

7. I ^ r f -wr l t ^
8. dtervieW'W:;thei Iggal sylteni; court structure and

terrAinoibg ;̂
9. Bap|;of^^
10. Ide##a^tibn bfi^ disease, #use and neglect in
.' <#K'V , ;. :. %' " ' '/ - :
11. Am&K#ba#ers-#d
12. dviltabtilt issues.

6. A new section should be added to the regulations mandating that the Department and dbg
wardens cbordinate and workMth law enforcement wl^^^iqabie^ It is Operative that the
depaitpent work with law enforcement, and specifically Humane Society police officers, to
ensure that both the cruelty laws and the Dog Law are adequately enforced,

7. A new sectibn should be added to the regulations requiring that a h'censee must have
enough employees to carry out the level bfW Act
and its regulations. Additibnal% the emplbyees who provide for cafe and husbandry or
handle animals should b
and experience irirprbpef tosl^dry and^are of dogs to supervise others. %e licensee must
be certain that (he supervisor an& Other employees can perform to such standards.



8. Stacking primary enclosures; on top of one another should be pfdhiteited. Stacking cages
creates an linnatural environment for the sfogs. M d $ ^
more difficult and creates sanitation problems. EVeh w & a Aay or plrtition between cages,;it
is likely that the paiiitiphs may overflow, causing fecesj urine, foodY water, and hair to fall
onto the dogs lo&ted in <he ̂ ages below: -.'•'-f-iy'' -'• :^""'' •:• k : : p ::i'"'-v'.k': :':'•'•

9. The section oh wire mesh flooring shouldi?e amended.toi make it at lea^ â  sMctasthe
federal Animal\Welfare; Act, w M ^ ^ one-
eighth of\an inch inMiameter (S> gau,g|); ;or• eo^ i | id th |^aterml|ii |h as plaJic or l|erglass.
Language should also =be added reqjjirihg thaK ##rimaFy enclosures: t W l i#e Wire mesh
flooring als© htaVe a resting board o f s B # c i # # # t o i # # fe elicjpl^
a full lateral reeumbeht p o s i t s
boards areheo^ssary to prWide for the comfW;%

foot lesions and p&^$^',^i^§^:;i^^^^X A:,##&s^};s^W^##Js
impervious to moisture is # o a W the; ani|fla| prx?yj||s^ d|ai;-
free surface a h # # # e # # ; ^ g ; t o ; ^
lying down, and forcinĝ
standards and survival standards are s^ar^te,^
for survival does not necessMly m ehvirohm&nt humane.

10. Conlg^b whp;4e%re^(^n§ir^s^ states, uie e n | | t e r ^
the; Jr^s^d; ;re^| t i |^ ;;d^
prop;QS©fee |̂|pis ;a^
brii&g $ere i i##%g#m withy if liot ;a||ve, Wse;%### in the
Animal;;We^e;'^|^:; Cor|riiry to m^ #e new
regjaations w| l i | ip | ,b^ bf#e#o!g;L#. Only
keifels matk^f^^i sell, ;0ve â ay^ or ^
tQtd:02$wMore&g6fa
regu#tipns. }As;atesult;;^ stiil;Bxenipf frpni thelaW; Good
hus|||Glr||)iic^Ge'r'dii|ie A # a # p # & a % # # a l ^
mo0#Wd comply w ^
and- weii-|eji^ of t | | d^pgs.;T^e;#o^#w aiid)|s r^|ulat|bns #eai%M atr||ulaing

. .; te|er:M cinm^liai'ft ^Sl|ef<ie, the.new regi|i|ons will ttot
^feet hpbby%eeders, conirarytb what the teeed^commimty suggests.

I live in Lancaster County which is home to many puppy mills. Instead
of Lancaster County ̂ ^
Pennsylvania, I believe these proposed regulations will hot only help
aleviate the ŝ ^̂  it
will also help; change the imagei'of- L^easter and Pennsylvania into a
place where animals are treated humanely and ethically.

Once again, I commend the Departitient of Agriculture and the Bureau of Dog Law
Enforcement for proposing regulations that will improve the conditions for dogs housed and



bred in Pennsylvania's commercial kennels. The changes I have noted above will further
ensure that such dogs are protected. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

CYO^^- 'TNL (Js^m Q^^_

Megan Hedman, Esq.
519 Locust Street
Columbia, PA 17512


